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key messAges
➊ In the state budget for 2020/2021, the amount allocated 

to child protection is BIF 37.3 billion (US$19.4 million). 

This represents 2.3% of the total budget, against 2.1% 

in 2019/2020.1 

➋ The budget for child protection programming is 

allocated to various ministries and institutions (six in 

total).

➌ Children make up more than half of the population of 

Burundi. They face a high prevalence of violence of all 

kinds (89.6%),2 as well as a number of other obstacles 

related to their protection. These include challenges 

related to birth registration (only 66% of children have 

a birth certificate),3 justice for minors and issues facing 

children living on the streets.

recommendAtIons
• Given that the child protection sector incorporates the 

work of several ministries/institutions, it is necessary to 

strengthen efforts related to coordination, programming 

and monitoring of expenditure on child protection.

• Most local administrations do not have a budget line for 

child protection services even though they provide key 

services. It will be necessary to identify a mechanism to 

enable communes to take child protection services into 

account in local planning and budgeting.

• Improved availability of data on children would improve the 

budgeting process considerably. This could be achieved 

through research as well as through strengthening the 

data management information system for ministries 

involved in child protection.
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accordance with international norms. These include, among 
others, the Sustainable Development Goals 2015–2030 (SDGs 
1–5: no poverty, zero hunger, good health, access to quality 
education and gender equality), to which Burundi is a signatory; 
Burundi’s National Development Plan (PND) 2018–2027 (strategic 
orientation 2, axes 4–7: improved performance and collaboration 
in health; a strengthened education system and improved 
availability of training development of the social protection 
sector; decent work and youth); the Child Protection Policy 2020–
2024 and its Plan of Action; a strategy to tackle the phenomenon 
of children living on the street; the Child Protection Code; the 
Law to Eliminate Gender-Based Violence; and the national 
Gender Equality Policy. 

To improve the ability to anticipate and respond to the needs 
of children, the government has put in place, in the Ministry of 
National Solidarity, Social Affairs, Human Rights and Gender, 
a Child and Family Department and a hotline number (116). 

Using these tools, Burundi aims by 2024 to offer to all children 
an appropriate political, legal, institutional and community 
environment, working through a solid protection system 
responding to the principles outlined in the CRC. In this 
endeavour, all measures affecting children must be undertaken 
in accordance with the child’s best interests.

The difficulties facing the child protection sector in Burundi 
relate mainly to the incomplete juridical framework, harmful 
social behaviours and practices and the lack of a professional 
training institute related to social protection, which means 
there is a shortage of knowledge and competence in relation to 
working on social protection, and in particular child protection. 

Meanwhile, the absence of a national mechanism for the 
management of work related to child protection constrains 
the coordination and positioning of service providers in the 
sector. Besides, professional training and other opportunities 
for out-of-school children are almost non-existent, which means 
that many young people who have dropped out of school in 
Burundi, in particular girls and boys living on the streets, are at 
risk of being recruited by armed groups, among other dangers. 

The high level of need in this sector and the limited budgetary 
space mean that budget allocations to child protection remain 
insufficient for the implementation of activities.

IntroductIon
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Among the international organizations working in the sector, 
UNICEF remains the main actor. Given the large size of this 
partnership, the agency intervenes at not only national level but 
also provincial and community level.

In the implementation of its Child Protection Policy, the 
government has signed off or put in place a number of tools in 

In accordance with human rights, children also have the right to 
be protected against any constraint to their physical and mental 
development. In summary, all countries must ensure the rights of 
children and respond to their needs so they can follow a normal 
development path.

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) recognizes 
children as rights-holders and confers on them individual rights 
that are divisible and holistic and must not be considered 
separately or in isolation from each other. Child protection 
covers a number of rights and duties that aim to answer to 
the best interests of the child. The sector thus faces a number 
of challenges, which require the intervention of a number of 
institutions. This is why in Burundi, since 2011, child protection 
has used a systems approach, involving the work of seven 
ministries, of which the major player is the Ministry of National 
Solidarity, Social Affairs, Human Rights and Gender. 



tABle 1. key child protection statistics 

Indicator Value

Children 0–17 years in 2020, % of the 
total population (ISTEEBU, demographic 
projections 2010–2050)

48%

Children registered at birth (DHS 2016/2017) 83.5%

Children 1–17 years under the national 
monetary poverty threshold (BIF 636,510, 
MODA Study 2016/2017)

74%

Working children (DHS 2016/2017) 30.6%

Children 1–14 years subjected to any form of 
violence (DHS 2016/2017)

89.6%

Source : PNDS III (National Development Sanitary Plan III), p. 15 ; Republic of 
Burundi, Ministry of Finance, Budget and Economic Planning (MFBPE), 2020/2021 
finance law.

trends In Budget AllocAtIons  
to chIld ProtectIon 
Over the period 2011–2020/2021, budget allocations to child 
protection went from BIF 11.4 billion to BIF 37.2 billion – an 
annual average increase of 0.3% in nominal terms. In real terms, 
budget allocations saw an average annual increase of 0.2% 
between 2011 and 2020/2021.4 

The financing of child protection (in real and nominal terms) 
has gone up and down in the period under study. In fact, in 
the period from 2011 to 2014, budget allocations to the sector 
followed a rising trend. They then fell between 2015 and 2017 
before resurging from 2018/2019. The rising trend in budget 
allocations between 2018/2019 and 2020/2021 demonstrates 
limited but growing will in the government to prioritize the 
sector.

The share of the total state budget allocated to child protection is 
2.3% in 2020/2021, against 2.1% in 2019/2020. Furthermore, only 0.5% 
of all national resources (gross domestic product, GDP) goes towards 
expenditure in this sector. The evolution of budget allocations in 
relation to both the state budget and GDP follows the same trend 
between 2018/2019 and 2020/2021. Budgetary analysis shows that 
the share of the budget dedicated to child protection remains at a 
minimum: for almost a decade, the government has not allocated 
the sector more than 2.3% of the overall budget or 0.8% of GDP. 

FIgure 1. trends in budget allocations to child 
protection in nominal and real terms, 2011–2020/2021 
(BIF billion)

Source: Finance Laws 2011–2020/2021
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Burundi
FIgure 2. evolution of budget allocations to child 
protection, 2011–2020/2021 

Source: Finance Laws 2011–2020/2021

comPosItIon oF Budget AllocAtIons  
to chIld ProtectIon 
Six ministries implement interventions in the child protection 
sector: the Ministry of National Solidarity, Social Affairs, Human 
Rights and Gender, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of the 
Interior, Community Development and Public Security, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Development Cooperation, the 
Ministry of National Education and Scientific Research and the 
Ministry of Public Services, Labour and Employment. 

Child protection programming covers in particular the basic 
education programme, gender equality and the prevention of 
HIV/AIDS among young people, capacity-building on using the 
mother and child health card, improving access to justice for 
the vulnerable, the national programme for the execution of 
judgements, observation and capacity-building, etc.

FIgure 3. distribution of child protection expenditure 
by institution in 2020/2021

Source: Finance Law 2020/2021



Budget ForecAsts And executIon  
In the chIld ProtectIon sector
Analysis of funding sources in child protection shows that 
development partners generated greater support to the sector 
between 2012 and 2014 than came from domestic resources. 
In 2016 and 2017, domestic resources represented 100% of the 
financing of the sector. A relatively timid return to external 
resources is evident from fiscal year 2018/2019.

FIgure 5. child protection sector funding sources, 
2011–2020/2021

Source: Finances Laws 2011-2020/2021

Source: Finance Laws 2016-2019/2020, Ministry of Finance, Budget and 
Economic Planning

FundIng sources In the chIld 
ProtectIon sector 
The analysis of funding sources in child protection shows that 
development partners generated greater support to the sector 
between 2012 and 2014 than that provided by domestic resources. 
In 2016 and 2017, domestic resources represented 100% of the 
financing of the sector. A relatively timid return to external 
resources is evident from fiscal year 2018/2019.

FIgure 4. Budget forecasts and execution in child 
protection, 2016–2019/2020
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1 The budget allocated to child protection in 2019/2020 was BIF 33.1 billion, equivalent to US$17.5 million.
2 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) 2016/2017

3 Ibid.
4 Budget allocations in nominal terms are those presented with respect to a given period. Those in real terms are corrected for price  

rises with respect to a base or reference period (here, the base period is 2011).
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